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Breathe Upon Us the Power of Your Spirit
O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that love you, and strength of the hearts that seek you - bless the words of my lips and the meditations of our hearts.  We ask this in Jesus' name.

“Breathe upon us the power of your spirit.”  (BAS p293)
Words taken from the Collect of the Day.  Words that express the prayer on many people’s lips, drained by the events of the world around us.
When our bones feel dry, when our souls are weary, we seek consolation and hope; we pray for the Holy Spirit to be poured upon us that we may have the strength to face all that swirls around us.
In conversation with people from all ages and stages of life, I hear as more and more people are trying to limit their interaction with the news and social media, to limit the time spent doomscrolling.  Some have tried going cold turkey, mostly with limited success.  More people are consciously reducing the reading of the news to one or two times a day, and limiting those interactions to a few minutes.
Our 24-7 access to news has become source of stress.  We want to be informed, we want to be up to date, we want to be prepared for new eventualities, so we go back and check the news again.  Hoping that this time we will read something good, and the end of destructive actions.
The war in Ukraine has taken a back seat to the war in Iran.  The experts’ predictions on what might happen to the world economy and our own experience with rising prices at the gas pumps and the grocery store are worrying.  The instability and unpredictability are stress-inducing and hurting our bank accounts.
The news and the problems in our lives can suck the life out of us, making us feel dry and weary.
The people of Israel are feeling hopeless.  They are cut off from their land, their king and their temple.  The house of Isreal was in a state of “living death.”
Israel had been divided and dispersed for so long that unification and restoration seemed impossible.  Thus, God gave the prophet Ezekiel a vision of the Valley of Dry Bones as a sign of God’s promise to bring about a miraculous revival and restoration.
In a vision God transports Ezekiel to a valley filled with bones, dried out and strewn across the ground.  It was an image of their nation, dead after Babylon’s attack and with no hope of resurrection.
God commands Ezekiel to speak to the bones declaring God’s promise to bring them back to life.
And as Ezekiel speaks the bones rattled together, and flesh and skin formed over them.  Finally, the breath entered them, and they stood up like a vast army.
Even when life can seem as hopeless as a valley of dry bones, God can bring life from death, bring restoration and renewal to the despairing.  The Holy Spirit can blow through like a wind bringing life.
I imagine that Psalm 130 was one that the people of Israel recited, and it echoes the pleas of our hearts:
“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my supplications!” (Psalm 130:1-2)
Having heard the vison of the prophet Ezekiel, the words of Paul in his letter to the Romans comes alive.  Paul contrasts two ways of living: one that leads to death and one that is animated by the Spirit.  It is not a rejection of the body but of the destructive ways of life.
The Spirit is the life-giving breath of God.  It encourages us to live in right relationship with world around us, caring for all creation and all people.
The gospel reading from John brings us full circle with another story of the spirit breathing life into the dead.  The raising of Lazarus reveals Jesus as Lord over life and death. The miracle takes place within the earth itself, in a cave sealed with stone. The tears of Jesus are the waters of grief and compassion. 
Just as in the Ezekiel and Romans passages, we read that life is stronger than death.
Jesus weeps.  Jesus’ weeping is God’s solidarity with all who grieve loss, including the loss of peace, of predictability, of safety and the loss of security. The Resurrection does not deny decay but confronts it.
The crowd, including Mary and Martha, follow Jesus to the tomb.  The first command that Jesus gives is to take away the stone, to remove those things that are blocking the way.  It would have taken quite a few people to move the stone from across the entrance.  Speaking for a community to work together in response to the nudges by the Holy Spirit.
The next command that Jesus gives is to Lazarus, “Lazarus, come out!”  An invitation to move from darkness to light, a chance for the spirit to breathe life into the dead.
The final Jesus command Jesus gives is to the crowd “Unbind him” suggests that life restored by God requires human participation.  This speaks to communal responsibility: caring for one another, caring for the hungry, the naked, the thirsty, the stranger, the imprisoned.  We can care for what we have so that we can share with those who do not have access.  We can care by not wasting our resources, by sharing the safety and security of Canada, and resisting systems that bind life through injustice.
The vision of the dry bones serves as a reminder of God's ability to bring life and hope to seemingly dead and hopeless situations.  It encourages us to trust in God's promises and to rely on the power of the Holy Spirit.
As dry and weary as our world can feel, I invite you to recall the words of Psalm 130.  It is a prayer worth learning and repeating in times of darkness”
“I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope;” (Psalm 130:5)
And from our Collect of the Day:
“Breathe upon us the power of your spirit.”  
Thanks be to God.  Amen.
Readings:	John 11:1-45
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
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